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“Every day there’s a miracle somewhere on the streets.” 


Joe Wilson, executive director of Hospitality House 


who got lost in San Francisco’s streets, and it recently celebrated its 50th year of operation. 


A hand to pull up 


Photos by Michael Short / Special to The Chronicle 
The homeless outreach service Hospitality House opened in the Summer of Love to shelter young people 


the most desperate 


Onetime client now runs shelter, offering source of hope 


By Kevin Fagan 


It was 1982, and the word 
“homeless” was just worming its 
way into the public consciousness. 
Joe Wilson was one of those who 
found themselves without a roof in 
the midst of a recession and sharp 
cuts in social-services spending, 
and after weeks on the sidewalks 
of San Francisco in heavy rains, he 
wound up at the Hospitality House 
shelter. 

It was the beginning of the end 
of his time on the streets — and 
eventually, it led to a new era for 
one of the first places to provide 
counseling and temporary beds for 
homeless people in San Francisco. 

Hospitality House was founded 
during the Summer of Love to 


shelter young people who flocked Director Joe Wilson gives an employee a cheerful greeting outside the 


to San Francisco looking for peace 
and love but found hard times. In 
the 50 years since then, it’s become 
an indispensable piece of the city’s 
homeless services network, and 
now serves about 20,000 people a 
year. 

In 2017, the 62-year-old Wilson 
— already one of Hospitality Hous- 
e’s greatest success stories — be- 
came its executive director. The 


Hospitality House, where he once found shelter himself. 


man who once took refuge under 
the nonprofit’s roof now oversees 
not only its 30-bed shelter but also 
arts, jobs and counseling pro- 
grams. All told, he runs a staff of 55 
and an annual budget of $4.5 mil- 
lion. 

“Joe is whip-smart, he’s had real 
life experience, and he’s an in- 


spiration for everyone who works 
for him,” said Sam Dodge, who 
oversees homeless policy for the 
Department of Public Works and 
helped found the city’s Department 
of Homelessness and Supportive 
Housing. “When we all learned he 
was going to be in charge of Hospi- 
Wilson continues on A10 


Insurers 
bowing 

out after 
wildfires 


Firms opting not to renew 
some homeowner policies 


By Kimberly Veklerov 


Two days before Christmas, Oakland hills 
resident Anil Prasad got a letter in the mail 
saying his longtime home insurance wouldn't 
be renewed, citing his property’s location “in an 
ineligible brush area.” 

Essentially, the fire risk was too great. 

The company offered to reinstate his policy 
but said it wouldn’t cover damage from fires, 
lightning, windstorms, hail, explosions, riots, 
civil commotion, aircraft or vehicle crashes, 
smoke, vandalism, malicious mischief, or volca- 
nic eruptions. 

“Tt seems like the only thing they’ll cover is 
someone sneezing on my house,” Prasad said. 

In addition to this option, the notice said he 
would need to apply for the state’s FAIR Plan, 
the insurance of last resort for California prop- 
erty owners who are unable to obtain residen- 
tial policies elsewhere. 

Prasad, who works in marketing, said he was 
stunned, because he had paid his bills on time 
for the past five years, annually hired a tree 
crew to help him clear any hazardous vegeta- 
tion, and never filed a claim or bothered the 
insurance company, Travelers. 

Insurance continues on A6 


Vaping increases 
chance teens will 
become smokers 


By Steve Rubenstein 


Youths who vape are more likely to light up. 

That’s the conclusion reached by UCSF re- 
searchers, who found that using any form of 
tobacco — including electronic cigarettes, chew- 
ing tobacco, water pipes and snuff — makes a 
teenager more likely to get hooked on conven- 
tional cigarettes. 

“Teens who experimented with tobacco in 
any form were at greater risk of future smok- 
ing,” said senior author Benjamin Chaffee, a 
UCSF dentistry professor and one of those who 
conducted the study of 10,384 youths ages 12 to 
17 who were nonsmokers at the outset of the 
research. 

The authors said their study was the first to 
investigate whether using all forms of non- 
cigarette tobacco leads to smoking cigarettes. 
Clearly, they said, it does. 

After a year, 4.6 percent of the youths in the 
survey had smoked cigarettes. Those who had 

Smoking continues on A6 


KNBR host keeps ’em laughing after lifesaving surgery 


By Bruce Jenkins line in his recovery from his surgery, a 
thoracic aortic dissection. The odds 
There’s a vine that needs trimming were heavily against him surviving the 


on Tom Tolbert’s roof. It’s an assign- 


initial operation to repair a tear in the 


ment he would savor, tricky and satis- | body’s largest artery, and he required 


fying as he saves himself a 
few bucks, but Tolbert’s 
roof-climbing days are over. 


In his new life, a great weeks in, he 
deal has changed. 


a ; was sitting 
Tolbert is back on the job ` 
as one of the most popular there making 


“About two 


sports talk-show hosts in death jokes. 
Bay Area history, anchoring 

KNBR’s 3 to 7 p.m. slot That’s Tom. 
alongside John Lund with He made 
his customary wit and per- 

spective. He sounds as if death funny.” 
everything is fine in the Jobn Lund, KNBR 


wake of an emergency heart co-host, on the return of 
operation in August, and a Tom Tolbert to the air 


recent visit to his Alameda 


three subsequent procedures 
to ward off complications. 

There were times this fall 
when the former NBA play- 
er was unable to walk more 
than a few steps before re- 
treating in exhaustion. “It’s 
all about my blood pressure 
now,” he said. “Maintain 
that at a proper level, they 
tell me. Be kind to the aor- 
ta.” 


Tolbert was at home 
watching a Giants baseball 
game at around 9 p.m. on 


home found him in great spirits, laugh- | Aug. 29 when he suddenly felt pain in 


ter filling the room as a dog and two 
kittens playfully scrapped for territory. 
It’s just that Tolbert, 52, walks a fine 


both of his temples. 
“Tm thinking, what the hell is that?” 


Tolbert continues on AZ 


Michael Macor / The Chronicle 


Tom Tolbert, sports radio co-host and former Warriors player, hugs his wife, 
Lorrie, at their home in Alameda. He had lifesaving heart surgery in August. 
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